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President’s  Message 

Spring is here with the promise of 

warmer temperatures. Never mind we 

had 5” of snow a week ago and low 

temperatures in the upper 20’s. March 

was our planned travel month and cool 

to cold temperatures would prevail the 

entire trip. 

First up was an invitation to attend an 

Outdoor Resorts/Palm Springs chapter 

rally and to present to them their 30-

year anniversary certificate. In case 

you didn’t know, Outdoor Resorts is an ownership RV park 

with all spaces privately owned. The Palm Springs Resort is 

huge with 1,216 spaces, 2 golf courses, 8 swimming pools, 2 

club houses, a restaurant and more. We were there as the 

chapter quests and they found a rental space for us and we 

were the guest at all meals. This is a large chapter and they 

can be congratulated for making the 30-year milestone. We 

had cold nights and lots of wind. We did have a moment of 

panic one morning. Upon returning to our coach from break-

fast I reached into my pocket for the keys to the coach and 

nothing! We looked all around, checked the car and nothing 

(Debbie’s keys were in the coach). We drove back to the 

breakfast (this is a huge park) to see if I dropped them and 

did someone pick them up. When we pulled up there were 

my keys lying in the street. Luckily no car had run over them. 

With this rally behind us it was time to head east. Next stop, 
Gila Bend. Having passed through many times in the past, I 
always noticed a nice-looking RV park there so our plan was 
to stay there to see how it was. It was so nice we decided to 
stay an extra night. The people were nice, the spaces were 
big rig friendly and very clean. 

From there it was a short drive to Tucson. We arrived early 
for the Tri-Chapter pre-convention rally. We were able to park 
in the space we would have for the FMCA convention. Being 
in the middle of things we watched as the convention came 
together all around us. Finally, the vendors were in place, the 
food court up and running and lots of display coaches to walk 
through. The weather was cool to cold and we even had rain, 

heavy at times. If you have not been to the Pima fairgrounds, 
their main stage is an outdoor venue so you are at the mercy 
of the weather. For the opening ceremonies it was a little 
dicey with distant thunderstorms and rain nearby. With only an 
occasional light sprinkle, the entertainment went on and we 
also had a spectacular sunset as a backdrop to the stage. We 
did remember to bring a blanket as it was a little cold for the 
evening. There were 182 registrants from the Western Area at 
the convention. At our Area Gathering we discussed challeng-
es we are facing for the Indio rally in 2025. I also presented a 
25-year Anniversary Certificate to the Roamin’ Catholics 
Southwest chapter. Congratulations to them for making this 
milestone. There was lots to see and do at the convention and 
there were lots of positive feedback comments about the rally. 

With the convention over it was time to head towards home 
with a stopover in Bouse to visit our longtime friends. We 
planned to visit for several days but weather forecasts showed 
a winter storm heading towards our house so we had to cut 
the visit short and head home. We could not wait out the 
storms and arrive home later as we had appointments sched-
uled for the that week and yes, it did snow the day after we 
got home. 

Throughout this trip we encountered cool to cold weather for 
the southwest. We were low on propane (didn’t plan for cold 
weather) so we had to manage what we had very carefully. 
We used our 2 electric space heaters and just used the coach 
furnaces at the beginning of each day. We seldom had to use 
the A/C as there was lots of wind and the afternoon breezes 
were enough to cool the coach. 

We will soon be voting in and swearing in your new WMHA 

Executive Board. They will face many challenges this year as 

they plan for our Indio rally in January 2025. There are many 

new ideas for the rally in the works so stay tuned. 

Travel safe, 

Bob Golk, F316752 
Western Area National VP of FMCA 
WMHA President 
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FMCA University, RV chassis maintenance, What’s 
happening with RV insurance, Understanding & Testing 
RV Air Brakes, Hitting The Road Without Running Out 
Of Money and several other seminars. There were a 
few other seminars we wanted to attend but unfortu-
nately some seminars overlapped others. We learned a 
lot from each seminar we attended.  We not only en-
joyed the seminars, but also the time we shared with 
others.  Everyone attending this rally appeared to be 
having a good time. 
FMCA's next rally will be in Redmond, Oregon.  Janie 
and I plan to be in attendance and we’re looking for-
ward to volunteering to help, again.   
 
Mark your calendars for our WMHA Indio ral-
ly, scheduled for January 9-12, 2025.   Be sure to tell all 
your RV friends and handout flyers at any RV parks and 
Resorts you’ll be visiting.  In order for our 2025 rally to 
be successful, we need every chapter's participation 
and involvement. Your executive board has start-
ed working on establishing a budget, soliciting venders 
to attend, establishing various events, and much more. 
To get the word out we will be sending out updates re-
garding activities and other information about the rally 
as we finalize the venue and all the details. 
 
We have lots of work ahead of us and we need YOU 
(Every one of you), to help spread the word … 
 
“We’re Back in 2025”! 
 
Travel Safe, 
James McDaniel, F371784 
Northern Area Vice President 

Northern Area Vice President’s Message 

Hello to all my fellow recreational 
enthusiasts. Now that spring has 
sprung, we can remove all the 
winter items from our Recreation-
al Vehicles. However, with this 
unpredictable atmospheric river 
weather, that just keeps hanging 
around, we might not want 
to pack away everything too 
quickly. Instead, as we plan our 
upcoming travel, we need to plan 

and look weeks ahead to know what type of weather to 
expect.  Despite the weather challenges however, I 
am very thankful and grateful that we have the freedom 
and the opportunity to roll and roam, as we please.  

This year is off to a great start. In January, Janie and I 
traveled to Quartzite and hung out with friends.  We ex-
ercised each day by walking or riding our bikes. When 
the big tent opened, we strolled about and checked out 
all the new products and gadgets available for 
RVs.  Although we didn’t see anything we really needed 
we still enjoyed looking around. One day we drove fur-
ther into the desert and visited our Beaver RV Chapter 
for the day. There were about 30 RVs all circled around 
the campsite. One of the members provided music, 
lights, and entertainment, all powered by his solar sys-
tem. A great time was had by all.  Later that evening, 
they had movie night and served delicious hot buttery 
popcorn. As we were on our way, leaving the campsite, 
the members were continuing to have much fun, danc-
ing to the sound of music, and enjoying each other’s 
company.  

Next, we attended FMCA Tucson 107 International Ral-
ly. There were over 300 first timers in attendance and 
upward of 1,000 RV’s at the rally. Of the many, many 
RVs at the rally, there was one RV that stood out to 
everyone.  It was a classic, 1949 Flxible; powered by a 
V6 Detroit Diesel engine that had been in the same 
family for 50 years. It was the RVs first time out of the 
barn in 25 years.  
  
Janie and I registered as volunteers at the FMCA rally. 
Janie worked with the welcome and will call team. I vol-
unteered for the parking team and was able to share my 
years of experience with other volunteers. I found greet-
ing and helping others to be very rewarding and appre-
ciated by so many people in attendance. Long after my 
parking assignment was over people continued to walk 
up just to say, hello. For Janie and I, the highlight of the 
rally was meeting new people and being able to share 
about the places we’ve visited and to share about 
our life experiences on the road. 
 
In addition to meeting, greeting and sharing, Janie and I 
were able to attend several very informative seminars, 
including:  On The Go Microwave Convection Cooking, 

We just returned from a rally of 
the California Chapter of FMCA at 
the Newport Dunes RV Park. It 
was a great time with great 
people. Our next trip is Golden 
Palms RV Park in Hemet. 
However, I have some minor 
issues with the RV. Nothing 
major; maintenance issues for a 
change. 
 

This may be my last article for the newsletter. As of 
May, I have served my second tour as Southern Area 
Vice President of Western Motor Home. I will still be 
available to the new VP and will be assisting with any 
issues at Indio 2025. 
 
I have met a lot of nice people and have enjoyed my 
time. As always, stay safe, stay positive and stay on the 
road. (Really, I mean it. Between the lines please.) 
 
Jesse Bassford, F44869  
Southern Area Vice President 

Southern Area Vice President’s Message 
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Central Area Vice President’s Message 

Hello to all: 

Not much has happened this 
winter. Paula and I attended the 
annual Beat the Odds (BTO) 
rally in Laughlin, Nevada. It was 
well attended and we had a 
great time as usual. The next 

rally will be in Pahrump, Nevada. If you have never 
been to Pahrump, you are missing out on a great time. 
Lots to see and do. Museums, wineries, golf, and some 
nice casinos. Plenty of places to dine and if you are into 
off-road, lots of trails. 

The western area will be vot-
ing in a new slate of officers 
this spring. So be watching for 
more info to be posted for 
your info. 

If you have any questions 
please feel free to contact me 
at: ricksp94@yahoo.com or 
(951)538-6435. We will be 
heading to Santee Lakes for 
some family concerns on the 
11th of April. Hopefully every-
thing will be smooth running. 

Paula and I hope everyone has a great spring and sum-
mer. Stay safe and remember to smile and have fun. 

Rick Ammerman, F442485 
Central Area Vice President 

Looks like Indio will be back in 
2025.  We will have a Chapter 
Fair, so please think about your 
chapter doing a table to pro-
mote your chapter.   

I will have the day and time in 
the near future, but it will be 
similar to what we have had in 
the past.. Hopefully we will 
have a number of chapters rep-

resented so our FMCA members will have multiple 
chapters to check out.  

I will get more information out on this in the next is-
sue of the Western ByWays.  Looking forward to see 
you at Indio in January of 2025 

Alice Bernard, F79098 
Membership & Chapter Fair Captain 

Membership / Chapter Fair 

I just want to send a note updating you on the 108th 
FMCA rally in Tucson, Arizona that I attended. The rally 
had over 1,000 RVers in attendance. Our president 
Gary Milner provided an update for FMCA with the fol-
lowing   

The “Pathfinder program”, is now up and running. It had 
been delayed due to technical difficulties developing the 
software but it is now a reality. It allows people interest-
ed in RVing who do not have an RV to join the organi-
zation. They will be able to use the resources and infor-
mation FMCA provides. This will help newbies make a 
good decision before they purchase a vehicle as to 
which RV will be best for their lifestyle. Their member-
ship does not grant any voting privileges or holding an 
office in FMCA. If you have anyone, friends or relatives 
considering a new adventure, please tell them about 
this program.  

The Executive Board has approved as of March 16, 
2024 the following companies to FMCA discount pro-
gram:  

Blaupunkt e-Bikes, Kleen Tank, Briter Products-Solar & 
Element 3 Health  

As we all face on going decline in membership Gary 
provided some ideas to help FMCA and our chapters. 

Face to Face recruiting everywhere you travel. Carry 
extra magazines or applications to handout  and inform 
them of the benefits available., Support FMCA by Enrol-
ling in T-Mobile, Use of FMCA discounts program, Join 
and participate in Chapters & Attend Conventions and 
Area Rallies. 

On a side note Gary expressed the importance of the 
Western Area Indio Rally to FMCA and RVers. Our rally 
has been recognized as one of the best that RVers look 
forward to attending. It was unfortunate we had to can-
cel this years rally due to our low registration in Octo-
ber. Key point October is when contracts and commit-
ments are signed and agreed on. Members 
have expressed that they normally don't register until 
November or just before the deadline. 

During the Tucson Rally we notified everyone 
the Indio rally will be Back in 2025 and many 
stated they will attend  

If you have any questions please email, text or give me 
a call. 

We are better together 

James McDaniel  
WMHA Northern VP  
(925) 818-7718  

The 108th FMCA Tucson Rally Update 
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For Many, Chapter Membership is considered the best part of FMCA 

Did you realize when you joined FMCA that you not only became a member of the premier RV association in 
North America but also one of the largest networks of RVers in the world? That’s right, the FMCA family in-
cludes thousands of RV enthusiasts who, like you, not only have a zest for travel but also hobbies and inter-
ests off the highway. What better way to meet folks who share your “likes” than to become involved in one or 
more of FMCA’s chapters? FMCA chapters have get-togethers at chapter rallies, area rallies and conventions 
to share stories, talk about issues that involve the RV community, assemble for social activities, and have a 
great time! 

Joining a Chapter is a great way to make lifelong friends and maximize the enjoyment of your motorhoming lifestyle.  Please 
feel free to contact any of the Chapters below.  They will be happy to have you join them for an outing.  

This Chapter information, along with the contact’s mailing address, is posted on the FMCA website - FMCA.com and at 
wafmca.com.  It is to be used only for chapter-related inquiries. Any other use of this information is expressly prohibited. 

CHAPTERS 

WHMA Southern Area Chapters … Jesse Bassford Vice President 

Frustrated Maestros 
GMC Pacific Cruisers 
Outdoor Resorts Palm Springs 
Overland Trailblazers West 
Southern California FMCA Elk 
Southwestern Bus Nuts 

Alpine SoCal 
California Chapter 
Camping Squares 
Cruisin’ Condos 
Discovery Club of California 
The Dolphins 

Open phone camera and Scan 
QR Code for detailed Southern 

Area Chapter        
information at the 
Western Motor 
Home Association 
website: 
wafmca.com 

WHMA Central Area Chapters … Rick Ammerman Vice President 

Roamin’ Catholics Southwest 
Romers 
Safari of Southern California 
Valley Cruisers 
Western G.M. Coach 

Beat the Odds 
California Coasters 
California Heartland 
Komfort Kruisers 
Midweek Wanderers 
 

Open phone camera and Scan 
QR Code for detailed Central 

Area Chapter  
information from 
the Western Motor 
Home Association 
website: 
wafmca.com 

Monaco NorCal 
Northern California FMCA Elk 
Safari R Us 
Sierra Hi Rollers 
Sierra Ramblers 
Thousand Trails West 
Western Bus Nuts 
 

WHMA Northern Area Chapters … James McDaniel Vice President 

Alpine Coach Norcal 
California Capitals & Bay Area Liners 
Diablo Ramblers 
Freedom Rollers RV Club 
GMC Forty Niners 
Gold Diggers 
Gold Dust Travelers 
Golden Spike 

Open phone camera and Scan 
QR Code for detailed Northern 

Area Chapter  
information from 
the Western Motor 
Home Association 
website: 
wafmca.com 
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President:  Bob Golk      F316752 
Cell  (661) 599-3548  
e-mail: rgolk@outlook.com 
 
Senior V P:  David Franke      F443367 
Cell (909) 973-1051  
e-mail: dfranke928@msn.com                                                                                                           
 
Northern Area V P: James McDaniel  F395353 
Cell (925) 818-7718   
e-mail:  jmcdan2296@sbcglobal.net 
 
Central Area V P: Rick Ammerman F442485 
Cell (951) 538-6435  
e-mail: ricksp94@yahoo.com 

Southern Area V P: Jesse Bassford    F447869 
Cell  (909) 438-6893 
e-mail: jbassford48@gmail.com 
 
Secretary:  Carol Bassford     F447869 
Cell (909 210-3807 
e-mail: fishcar71@gmail.com   

Treasurer:  Roger Larsen      F447206 
Cell (714) 206-6074 
e-mail: larsenroger@yahoo.com 

Immediate Past President:   Lon Cross  F233066 
Cell (661) 886-5077 
e-mail: loncross1225@att.net 

Membership:  Alice Bernard       F79098 
Cell (530) 519-7346 Tel. (530) 934-7346 
e-mail: bernardfrogfarm@yahoo.com 

Bylaws Chairman: Phil Griffin            F128165 
Cell (818) 406-4619 Tel. (818) 346-9869 
e-mail:  griffip@earthlink.net 

Western Byways Editor: Peter Jautaikis  F438339 
Cell (209) 599-6060 
e-mail:  newsletterwmha@gmail.com 
 
Webmaster:  Warren James     F352839 
Cell (925) 212-4450 
e-mail: wajames@pacbell.net                                                                                                                             

WMHA Executive Board 2022 

WMHA Appointed Offices 2022 

Western Motor Home Association Website 

http://wafmca.com/ 

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!  
 

Western Byways welcomes comments and 
 suggestions about information published in the 

newsletter 
 

Email newsletterwmha@gmail.com 

mailto:67jeep.ss@gmail.com
mailto:frdcwells@aol.com
mailto:dickgibbs349@gmail.com
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FMCA BENEFITS 

FMCA RV Club Members-Only 
Benefits 

Open phone camera and Scan QR Code 
for detailed Benefits information at the 
Family Motor Coach Association website: 
 
https://www.fmca.com/fmcarvclubbenefits 


