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 We’re all         
adapting… 

 

Hello Everyone, 
 

Christine and I 
hope this note finds 
you healthy and 
safe.  We’re all 
adapting to these 
unusual times due 
to COVID-19.  The 
world beyond my 
front door feels tiny 
and humbled by the 

pandemic.  
 

Everything is different today than it was the last 
time I sat down to write this column.  Many of our 
favorite restaurants, stores, and campgrounds 
have closed, some for good.  Many, if not all of 
our summer travel plans and family trips have 
been put on hold or cancelled.   
 

As you know, FMCA had to cancel both          
conventions for 2020.  The next scheduled 
events will be Perry, GA, in March 2021, and   
Gillette, WY, in July 2021.  We are working with 
the folks at the Pima County Fairgrounds in    
Tucson to possibly return to the facility in March, 
2022.  At the current time we in the Western Area 
are moving forward with our planning for the 2021 
Indio Rally.  We will keep our eyes and ears open 

and if need be we will postpone the Rally to the 
following year. 
 

We, on the FMCA Executive Board, are dealing 
with situations and making decisions that we 
have never had to face.  We are having video 
conference calls making sure that our moves are 
the correct ones to take.  FMCA National     Pres-
ident Jon Walker has been going to bed late and 
rising early trying to make sure that the     Associ-
ation stays healthy in these hard times.  He has 
daily meetings with the staff.  FMCA has closed 
both of its Cincinnati offices and all staff members 
are currently working from home. Sadly there has 
been several reductions in its        workforce.  Jon 
and the staff surf all sorts of RV, business and 
pandemic related news outlets to make sure 
we/FMCA stays ahead of any changes that could 
adversely affect our        membership. 
 

I feel the frustration of our chapters not being 
able to attend rallies and socialize with each oth-
er.  I suggest that your chapter stay in touch with 
your members -- to make a connection and be 
reassured of the bond that we have with one an-
other.  Some chapters have   established a 
“sunshine” group or email chain that makes sure 
that their members are doing well.  This will help 
fill the void of a very light newsletter, which may 
no longer contain much, if any, rally-related news. 
 

Please keep feeling those good positive thoughts 
and we will get through this together. 

President’s  Message 



 

Last, but not least, please remember to give a   
special “Thank You!” to everyone in the medical 
community; first responders; truck drivers; grocery 
store clerks; and countless others who keep our 
Nation and world functioning and safe. 
 

Until we meet again, 
 

 

 

 

LON CROSS, F233066                                                       
Western Area NATIONAL VP of FMCA                              
WMHA PRESIDENT 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Indio Captains needed! 

Do you want something else to do at our Indio rally?  
Do you feel a need to get involved? Would you like a         
challenge?  Well, we have an opportunity for you. We 
are in need of the following Indio Captains: 

-Volunteer Dinner & Vendor Party 

-Sign Shop 

-BINGO Manager 

-Parade 

-On-Site Registration 

-Newsletter (Byways) Editor 

If you have any questions or would like more              
information on these exciting and challenging positions 
feel free to contact Lon Cross at 661-886-5077 or Bob 
Golk at 661-599-3548 and thanks in advance for       
stepping up. 

Oh, how our 
world has 
changed over 
these past few 
months.  I look 
out our window 
and see our      
motorhome 
parked beside our 
house,  waiting to 
go somewhere. In 
the 16 years we 
have owned this 
coach it never sat  
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President’s  Message (Con’t) Senior Vice       
 President's Views  

 idle for more than 2 months.  On average we 
would take it out once or twice a month.  Our 
neighbors often commented on how much we 
used our RV as  compared to most others they 
have seen that sat idle for most of the year.  Due to 
a seized A/C compressor and subsequent        
shredding of the serpentine belt and resulting 
damage by the belt wrapping itself around the 
cooling fan, we now have a new belt, new hoses, 
new fan, new radiator, etc.  Along with new tires 
last year, our coach is ready for some cross country 
travels.  Here is hoping things loosen up shortly so 
we can get back on the road and do what we all 
enjoy so much. 

I have been asked lately the status of our Indio ral-
ly in January.  It is too early to give a definitive an-
swer.  I can tell you we are pressing on as though 
the rally will take place.  There is plenty of pre-
planning involved that cannot wait until the last 
minute.  First up is the WMHA Executive Board 
meeting where we put together a budget.  This is 
especially difficult this year with all the unknowns 
to contend with.  The first step is to look into the 
crystal ball and determine how many attendees we 
can expect.  We always hit this pretty close over 
the years until last year when there was a sharp  



 

drop in attendance.  We are not sure why.  

This year presents an even greater challenge in            
determining what to expect attendance-wise.  The EB 
has already had discussion on this subject.  So, stay 
tuned as we go forth and set all the rally planning in  
motion.  These next few months will be a real challenge. 

Please take care and stay healthy.  Debbie and I are 
looking forward to the day when we will get to see    
everyone again. 

Bob Golk, F316752                                                                    
Senior Vice President 
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Senior Vice       
 President's Views  (Con’t) 

Northern Area Vice President’s 
Message  

I would like to thank 
all of my chapters 
and captains for 4 
years of hard work 
and fun!  

Those years have 
flown by quickly. 
This is the last   
article that I will be 
writing. So my wife, 
Jeanette, and I are 
saying our 
“Goodbyes and 
thank yous!” to all 
of you who have 
contributed to   
wonderful FMCA 
experiences and  

memories! 

Thank you, again for everything, and always remember: 
”It’s all about having fun!!” 

 

Stephen M. Shade, F395353                                                    
Northern Area Vice-President 

 

 

 

 



 

 

PAGE 4 WESTERN BYWAYS  VOLUME 32,  ISSUE 10  

 
Following the   Indio 
Rally we  visited with 
our Ridgecrest Elks 
Sidewinders RV group 
in Quartzsite, Arizona 
for about 10 days.  
Always a fun campout 
every year. 
     
From there we visited 
with  friends who have 
a winter place in          
Salome, Arizona. They 
winter every  year in 

Central Area Vice President’s 
Message 

Salome as they live in northeastern Montana. (BRR). 
  
We all spend a lot of our time four wheeling in the           
surrounding desert in our Razors. There is a lot of  Arizona 
history to explore in the area. The RV Resort where we stay, 
(The Desert Palms RV Resort) has an RV off road club that is 
very active. There are a lot of 4 X 4s in the camp. 

In March our trip was cut short due the world situation. 
Always better to be home in times like this. On the way 
home we had a little tire problem in the Palm Springs ar-
ea.  We were able to spend 2 days in the Palm Springs 
Thousand Trails Resort and get the front tires replaced. 
  
Not much else going on.  We are all in the same situation. 
Getting a lot of honey dos accomplished around the house. 
I am sure Joanne still has a long list for me. 
  
Pray for our nation and the world.  We will endure and this 
virus will soon come to an end. 
  
We are looking forward to getting back on the road again, 
with lots of stories and lots of good friends to share them 
with. 
 
Please guard your health. 
  
Fred Wells, F128327   
Central Area Vice President 
 
  
 

CLASSIFIED AD! 

 

Shelley Herman has a full hookup 
(with water, sewer, and 50 amp    
electric) space behind their home in 
Burbank that is available and he 
would like to rent it out.  The     max-
imum length is 32’ and the  hookups 
don’t include cable TV. 

If you are interested, please call  
Shelley at 323-849-4136 or by email 
at saherman@pacbell.net 
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How do I write       
something worthy of 
reading in the middle 
of this mess –                                         
CORONAVIRUS 19?  I 
do have  someone 
else’s saying about 
those who elect not 
to adhere  to the 
safety guidelines; 
they’re COVIDiots!                 
This is not the first 
time Marilyn and I 
have been “Confined  

  the potential of seeing some really confused,           
frustrated, bad tempered seniors.  But I remembered 
we could call our 16 year old grandson.  He grew up 
with this stuff.  After watching him develop patience as 
he instructs us on the ins & outs of these TV sources, 
we are now masters of our own TV. 

As I look for the light at the end of this pandemic      
tunnel, I see getting back to our FMCA friends, rallies, 
and our regional WMHA regional rally in January 

Dave Franke, F443367                                                       
Southern Area Vice President 

 
 
  
 

 

 

 

Southern Area Vice President’s 
Message 

To Quarters” (military term).  The typhoons that ravaged 
Okinawa, Japan, caused us to remain inside, buttoned up, 
during weather condition A1.  Speaking of typhoons, did 
you know the entrance doors on the homes on Okinawa 
open out as compared to ours here in the states.  This 
prevents them from being blown open! 

Writing this short expose is considered a nice respite from 
remodeling the master bathroom.  From crown molding, 
retiling the shower, new flooring, and don’t   forget the 
new toilet and paint.  It will be a new room and I’m hop-
ing it will be an improvement.  Because this will take 
some time, I spend half days on this project, and the oth-
er half on cleaning a very neglected work shop and my 
wife’s famous honey-do list.  Some wives have famous 
cookie or cake recipes, others have intricate craft skills, 
mine, a doable, complex, “this has to get fixed list.” 

Based on no empirical evidence, supported by a big dose 
of I don’t know what I’m talking about, I believe we will 
remain sequestered until June 1st.  With that in mind, I’ve 
elected not to cut my hair or trim my beard.  Not cutting 
my hair is in solidarity with Marilyn; she can’t make it to 
the hair dresser.  If she can’t get her hair done, then I 
won’t get mine cut.  I think I got the better on this    
agreement! 

That brings us to our last major accomplishment  during 
lockdown.  You take a couple of 70+ year olds, a remote, 
Amazon Prime, Netflix, Hulu, You Tube, etc., you  have 
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MEMBERSHIP/         
CHAPTER FAIR 

 
As with most  everyone 
else the past month 
plus has been fairly 
slow as we have had to 
“Shelter in Place” and 
not be out socializing at 
rallies, etc.   Hopefully 
this will be over soon.  
  I hope that none of 
our members have 
been ill from the virus 
or lost any of their 
loved ones. 

 

I just received another list from the National Office of new 
FMCA members that are from the Western Area.  Not as 
many for March as usual.  I continue to send “Welcome “ 
e-mails out to the people listed.  Sometimes I have a   
number of responses other times not that many – I       
continue to do this because I feel if we can get at least four 
or five members into chapters we are ahead.  
  
At Chapter Fair it is nice to meet the people from the    
different chapters who represent their chapter and are 
presenting information about their chapters to new   
members. 
 
I will mention again that if there is anyone out there who 
feels that they would like to become the membership/ 
chapter fair chairperson please feel free to contact me.  
The job doesn’t take a lot of time and when you are able 
to get someone that is new to FMCA interested in a    
chapter it leaves you with a good feeling.  When we are 
able to get members interested in a chapter they are more 
likely to stay in FMCA.  
 
If you might be interested you can contact me at: cell 
phone 530-519-7346 or e-mail 
bernardfrogfarm@yahoo.com.   

Also as I mentioned previously I have done the Volunteer 
Coordinator for Indio for a number of years and if there is 
someone out there who would like to be part of the       
volunteers who help our rally happen here is a job for 
you.  
 
There again if you might be interested please contact  

MEMBERSHIP /CHAPTER FAIR (Con’t) 

me and I will give you some information.          

I hope that everyone stays well. 

 
Alice Bernard, F079098 
Membership, Volunteer Coordinator  
and Chapter Fair Captain  

 

  

 

Need a Western Area Badge?   
                                                            

Anyone who is interested in a Western  
Motor Home Association badge please  
contact Alice Bernard by phone: 530-934-7346 or 
cell phone 530-519-7346 or  
e-mail: bernardfrogfarm@yahoo.com  
The price of the badge is $11.50  (Which includes 
your name and F number).  The hangers are $2.75 
each.  The hangers can be for your city or your job 
or your chapter.  You may have several hangers if 
you like.   

mailto:bernardfrogfarm@yahoo.com
mailto:bernardfrogfarm@yahoo.com
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Looking for Western area 
photos?  

 
FlickR Photo Tutorial 

There are several ways to get into FlickR to see many RV photos. 
  

http://www.flickr.com/photos/12765661@N06/ 
or 

http://www.wafmca.com/ (look for link to photos) 
   

Once in FlickR Photostream, click on Sets, (Do Not use Photo-
stream) 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/12765661@N06/sets/ 
then click on the Set you wish to see. (Sample) 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/12765661@N06/sets/72157625715
483763/ 

Double Click on the photo you want to see or download: 
(Sample)http://www.flickr.com/photos/12765661@N06/5362080

447/in/set- 
72157625715483763/ 

Right Click on the photo—Click on All Sizes, and decide the size 
you want. 

(Sample)http://www.flickr.com/photos/12765661@N06/5362080
447/sizes/o/in/set- 

72157625715483763/ 
Then click on Download the Original Size 

I would then click Save As, and give it a name and location to 
Download. ( I put 

them in a Folder on my Desktop called “Photos” and make a new 
Subfolder called 

(?) “Indio”) 
Once Downloaded, you can choose to either; keep it, e-mail it, 

print it, or save on 
CD to have printed somewhere else. 

  
 

CHAPTER RECRUITMENT 

BENEFIT 

• LET FMCA ASSIST YOUR CHAPTER • 

Each chapter is entitled up to $125 in recruitment 
funds from FMCA per year. There are three      
options to choose from (Brochures, Mailings, and 
Advertising). You can do only one of the three  
options per year. 

Contact your Regional VP for COMPLETE        
details... 

...START PLANNING 

NOW... 

Happy Spring!            

http://www.flickr.com/photos/12765661%40N06/
http://www.wafmca.com/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/12765661%40N06/sets/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/12765661%40N06/sets/72157625715483763/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/12765661%40N06/sets/72157625715483763/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/12765661%40N06/5362080447/in/set-
http://www.flickr.com/photos/12765661%40N06/5362080447/in/set-
http://www.flickr.com/photos/12765661%40N06/5362080447/sizes/o/in/set-
http://www.flickr.com/photos/12765661%40N06/5362080447/sizes/o/in/set-
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Election of Western Motor Home Association Officers 
 
Voting of candidates is done by the WMHA Corporate Board of Directors.  The Corporate Board is composed of the 
WMHA Executive Board and includes each Chapter President and National Director.  In the event that neither the 
Chapter President nor the National Director are unavailable to vote then the Chapter Vice-President and Alternate 
National Director shall vote. 
 
Ballots will be sent to each of the Corporate Board members and returned no later than June 1, 2020.  Voting will be 
by way of electronic mail.  The results will be announced, by letter, to the Corporate Board no later than June 15, 
2020. 
 
The Slate 
WMHA Senior VP:  Dave Franke 
WMHA Treasurer:  Dale Ford 
Northern Region VP:  James McDaniel 
Central Region VP:  Rick Ammerman 
Southern Region VP:  Jesse Bassford 
WMHA Secretary:   Carol Hazeltine  

 

 

 

 

On the following pages, please find the resumes for everyone running for office this year.  
If you have any questions you can contact Lon Cross—661-886-5077 or Bob Golk—661-
599-3548.        
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To: Western Area FMCA  

Nominating Committee Hello, I am submitting myself for consideration to run for the Western Area Central V.P.     
position.  

My wife and I have been married for 47 years. We have three children, Stacey, Christopher and Elizabeth. We also 
have seven grandchildren and two great grandchildren. My wife and I are both retired, I from a small business in Lo-
ma Linda, Ca, an automotive, RV and marine repair business and my wife from California State University at San Ber-
nardino. We now reside in Colton, Ca.  

We have been RVing for 47 years. We started by borrowing my in-laws trailer, then an eight foot slide in camper. We 
have owned a couple of 5th wheel trailers and now have a 38 foot Holiday Rambler Endeavor.  

We have been members of FMCA HMC Chapter for many years. My wife, Paula is a Director on the board and I'm the 
Alt. National Director. I have been the Captain of Table and Chairs for the past 4 years for the Western Area of 
FMCA.  

We are familiar with the inner workings of the executive board and have attended many board meetings.  

I will put forth all the effort needed to fill the shoes of Fred Wells, (my boss), in the future.  

Respectfully,  

Rick Ammerman  
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Jesse E. Bassford  

F447869 1524 E. Hazeltine St., Ontario, CA 91761  

Jbassford48@gmail.com  

I would like to be considered for the position of WMHA Southern Area Vice President. My wife and I feel this 
would be a great opportunity to be involved in an organization that would be of great benefit in making new 
friends, while trying to help out where and when needed. I believe my life experiences may be of some use.  

I was in the Marine Corps from 1966 to 1970. My wife Carol and I have been married for 49 years next month. 
We have raised two fine daughters who work in computer technology and Kaiser Hospital emergency services.  

I retired 5 years ago as a Senior General Property Insurance Adjuster, dealing with large disaster work such as 
floods and hurricanes. During these years, and currently, I have done volunteer work at our church in both 
teaching and general custodial service.  

I have owned a variety of RVs, including two 5th wheels, a class C and my current class A in which my wife and I 
have traveled extensively across America. In 2015, we were on the road for over 3 months and met people 
from various walks of life. We found many people who were members of FMCA and we became interested in 
joining.  

Shortly after our trip, we joined the California Chapter of FMCA and continue to this day. We have enjoyed RV 
clubs so much that we also joined the Elks Lodge's "Breezys" RV club in Ontario, CA, ,and also the Southern CA 
FMCA Elk chapter. I have volunteered at our California Chapter rallies as the "Cart Captain" and assisted others 
as needed.  

Finally, we have attended three Indio Rallies and found the program to have great opportunities for service, as 
well as a time of fellowship and learning.  

I believe I can be an asset to WMHA and can work closely with Dave Franke. Your consideration of my service is 
greatly appreciated.  
 

Thank you,  

Jesse E. Bassford 
909-438-6893  
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Carole Hazeltine  
F376336  
6526 Primavera Lane  
El Dorado Hills, CA 95762  
 
Running for WMHA Secretary  
 
FMCA Experience:  

Joined FMCA in 2006.  Current WMHA Secretary serving first term. Member of the Sierra Ramblers, Beat the Odds, 
and Overland Trailblazers Chapters.   Served as Membership Chairman for the Sierra Ramblers Chapter for 4 years, 
served as Vice President of the Sierra Ramblers Chapter for 2 years, served as President of the Sierra Ramblers     
Chapter for 3 years, served on the Nominating Committee for the Sierra Ramblers and WMHA.  Volunteer at most all 
FMCA conventions and WMHA area rallies . 

Other Experience: 

Worked in consulting for County and City governments. Assisted in preparing and presenting seminars related to    
government reimbursement recovery.  

Education:  

BA in Business Administration, California State University, Sacramento-1992  

Interests:  
Walking                                                                                                                                                                                                 
Hiking                                                                                                                                                                                                 
Crafting 
Travel  
 

As a member of FMCA for the last 14 years, I have served as your WMHA Secretary since May of 2018. I have also 
been very active in the Sierra Ramblers Chapter, holding several offices, specifically as Membership Chairman, Vice 
President and President. My husband, Dick, and I are currently the Rally Managers for the Beat the Odds Chapter as 
well. I thoroughly enjoy the friendship and camaraderie that is gained by being active and volunteering in this          
organization and would be honored to represent WMHA once again as your Secretary.  
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Dale Ford                                                                                                                                                                                            
21791 Fernleaf Dr.                                                                                                                                                                              
Lake Forest, CA 92630                                                                                                                                                                            
949-233-6244 (cell)                                                                                                                                                                          
Email: daleford1944@yahoo.com  

Work experience:  

2014-2019 : Laurel Electronics, Costa Mesa, CA  

  Manufacturing Manager, Purchasing Manager, Production and material planner. Manage contract 
  manufacturer and in-house testing.  

2010-2019:  Raising 3 grandchildren.  
 
1986 -2010:  Self-employed Owner of Park View Mortgage, Inc. Licensed California Real Estate Broker specializing in 
  Real Estate Financing and Sales and Property Management. Now retired from the business. 

  Property Management duties: Monthly collection of rents, management of vendors, payments to    
  vendors, and payment of net income to clients for 50 properties. Use of custom double entry            
  accounting system and CPA audited annually. Regulated by California Department of Real Estate.  

  Mortgage Loan and Sales duties: Real Estate Brokerage, Loan Officer, Accounting Manager, IT          
  Management. Accounting was with QuickBooks. Company employed 23 people including Loan Officers 
  and loan processors.  

1981-1986:  Sales engineer/Manufacturers Representative- Semi-conductor products including: Microprocessors, 
  memory products, instrumentation products, semi-conductor test  equipment and other capital    
  equipment.  

1968-1981:  Newport Electronics, Santa Ana, California:  

  Manufacturing Manager, Production supervisor,  engineering technician. 

1961-1965:  United States Navy, Guided Missile Technician, FT3 
 
Education: Real Estate Broker, California 
 Graduate of Realtors Institute—36 unit equivalent 
 La Verne University, La Verne, CA—36 units,  Business Management 
 Cypress Junior College, Cypress,  CA—60 units, general education 
 West Coast University, Orange, CA—30 units, mathematics 
 United States Navy—basic electronics 
 
Vitals: Born January 31, 1944, Lynwood, California 
 Married, three grown children, three grandchildren 
 
Hobbies: RV Travel, golf, piano, gardening, rental property  ownership and management. 
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James McDaniel FMCA #371784 
237 La Pera Circle 

Danville, CA 94526 

January 3, 2020 

 

 

Background 

I was born in Chico, California. I've been married to Janie McDaniel for the past 39 years and we 
have 3 daughters and 7 grandchildren. 

 

Education 

1968-1971 Associates Degree from Chico State University 

1983-1985 Bachelor's in Business Administration from University of Phoenix Certificate in 
  Project Management from University of Berkeley 

1995-1997 Master's in Organizational Management  
 2001-2003 Development from University of San Francisco 

 

Professional Career 

1965-1972 Drove trucks and operated heavy equipment for our family owned salvage                                                
company 

1972-1974 Worked for Pacific Gas and Electric Company (PG&E) as a Utility Helper and worked 
to maintain and repair flumes that supplied water for its hydro electric generator plants. 

1974-1982 Promoted to the electric construction department at Pacific Gas and Electric in Chico, 
California. While in the electric construction department I held various positions, such as a 
ground man, truck driver and completed my journeyman position as a Lineman. 

1982- 1989 Promoted to management as a frontline supervisor at PG&E and relocated to Fresno 
California. Duties were to supervise 25 skilled electric employees and covered a geographical 
area of 50 miles serving residential, commercial and farmland. 

1989-1998 Promoted to General Foreman and relocated to Livermore, California. My duties        
included supervising 2 frontline supervisors and 75 construction employees. Responsibilities were 
to maintain, operate and construct electric facilities in five suburb cities in the Bay Area. 

1998- 2009 Promoted to Gas and Electric Construction Superintendent. I was responsible for 150 
Gas and Electric employees that maintained, operated and constructed gas and electric facilities 
serving residential, manufacture, and industrial customers. Retired from Pacific Gas and Electric 
Company in 2009 after 39 years of service. 

 

Social Activities 

 Member of the 20/30 Club International for men ages 20 to 30 years old that support youth 
programs by raising funds to build baseball fields, playgrounds and other needs for youths. 
The other goal of the program is to build and support children’s hospitals. 

 I'm currently serving as the captain of the arrival crew for FMCA Western Region rally in Indio for 
the past 5 years. 

 Attended an international convention in Panama City, Panama. 
 Served as President of local chapter in Chico, Ca.  
 Since 2010, I have been the Chairman for the Retiree Chapter at Pacific Service          

Employees Association (PSEA). PSEA provides social activities and functions for       
members and families of active and retired employees of Pacific Gas and Electric      
Company. 
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James McDaniel (Con’t) 
 
 I have been a member of FMCA for the past 12 years. 

 
 Volunteered for FMCA National Parking Crew in Pomona, California. 

 
 Volunteered for the past 4 years at the Indio rallies as part of the parking crew in charge of the    

arrival area. 
 
   Member of the First Timers Committee to assist first timers at the Western Region Rally in Indio. 
 
   Member of California Capital Bay Area Liners since 2008 and helped charter the club to become                                

part of FMCA.  The current membership is at 57 RV's. 
 
 Sergeant of Arms for California Capital Bay Area Liners for 3 years. 

 
 In 2015, I was elected as Assistant National Director for California Capital Bay Area Liners and        

attended governing board sessions. Most recent session was in Minot, ND. 
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David B. Franke 

F443367 

PO Box 8070, La Verne, CA                                                                                                                    

Dfranke928@msn.com 

 

I am running for WMHA Senior Vice President and am asking for your support. My background is varied and 
lends itself to the position I seek. 
 

After college I was required to enter military service and spent the next 27 years working with, leading, and 
providing assistance to Marines and their families. While military service was challenging, it gave me the 
opportunity to earn two advanced degrees, an MBA and Masters in Financial Management. 
 

During these years, my wife Marilyn and I were assigned to many military facilities. It was during these 
transfers that our love for RVing began. With two children in tow, we crisscrossed the US with our first RV, a 
basic tent trailer. By basic, I mean sleeping space only! This was corrected and our next tent trailer had the 
necessities - sink, heater, water pump, etc. RVing was improving! 
 

But RVing wasn't my only additional interest/activity. Boy Scouts has been a major cornerstone. It all started 
when I became a Den Leader for my son' s den in Monterey, CA., with young grade school kids and young 
new parents. How do you spell patience and calmness? Scouting didn't stop there. When two of my    
grandsons lived with us, both went into cubs and again I became a Den Leader, plus awards chairperson 
and treasurer. This was followed by Boy Scouts, a high adventure troop for which I am still with today even 
though the grandsons have moved on. As an Assistant Scoutmaster, I specialized in training young men in 
multi-day backpacking and Belay rock climbing. Working with senior scouts and parents, listening,           
understanding, and providing feasible solutions, has been my hallmark in Scouting. 
 

With the purchase of our motor home, Marilyn and l joined FMCA when we attended our first Indio rally. It 
didn't take long for us to see the friendliness and cooperation amongst the volunteers and attendees. 
During this rally, we also joined the Calif. Chapter FMCA. Believing you should contribute to                
organizations you join, I became the Chapter's newsletter editor, Alternate National Director, and was a 
Trail boss for numerous rallies. At the Indio rally as a member of Calif. Chapter, I was the Assistant Day 
Pass Captain. It was a pleasure to meet and greet rally attendees. Realizing the more chapters you    
belong to the more fun you can have, we are also members of Beat the Odds and Southern Calif. Elk 
FMCA. 

 

Listening and learning from experienced Trail bosses, Marilyn and I co-chaired Calif. Chapter' s Oktoberfest 
for 2 years in a row . A smaller scale of WHMA's Indio rally, Oktoberfest has the same components such as 
team captains, budgeting, catered meals, entertainment, and games to name a few. It was during my time 
with Calif. Chapter I ran for and was elected as the Southern Area Vice President, WMHA. I am grateful and 
honored for being elected. Charged with visiting chapters during one of their rallies, I had the opportunity to 
meet members who make FMCA great. To listen, pass along what is new from FMCA, and take concerns 
and suggestions to the WMHA or higher is a responsibility I take seriously. As the Southern Area VP at     
Indio, my task is to directly support the captains in their functional area. Each area has its own material 
needs, time schedules, personnel assignments, varying locations, and unforeseen difficulties. 
 

Being a member of the Executive Board, WMHA, I participated in budget preparations and policy decisions. I 
listened, watched, and learned from Board members. I asked questions from key persons of WMHA who 
have volunteered in specific jobs for years and have a wealth of knowledge. I continued to see how the Indio 
rally is put together by attending the Fall contractors meeting. Through the meetings with Fairgrounds      
personnel, electrical contractors, tent providers and the contracted security company, I learned how the 
many facets of the Indio rally fit together. 

mailto:Dfranke928@msn.com
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David Franke (Con’t) 

I believe I have the experience to listen to all voices, the leadership to get the best out of volunteers, patience, and 
above all, a desire to do my best. I hope I have been and will continue to be an asset and contribute as a member 
of WMHA. My wife and I both agree that the WMHA is comprised of the most wonderful people we have ever 
met. With your support it will be an honor and privilege to serve as your WMHA Senior Vice President. 



 

Western Motor Home Association, Inc. 
Executive Board  2020 

President                                                                                                                                                                                                               

Lon Cross          F233066  Cell  661-886-5077                                                                                     

    e-mail: lcross@fmca.com  

Senior V P                                                                                                                                      

Robert Golk        F316752 Cell 661 599-3548                                                                                          

                                     e-mail:  rgolk@outlook.com               

V P Northern Area                                                                                                                             

Steve Shade        F395353    Cell 925-337-0633       

     e-mail:  67jeep.ss@gmail.com                                       

V P Central Area                                                                                                                             

Fred Wells      F128327       Cell 760 384-8338                                                                                            

                                     e-mail: frdcwells@aol.com                     

V P Southern Area                                                                                                                          

David Franke     F443367 Cell 909-973-1051                         

                                      e-mail: dfranke928@msn.com 

Secretary                                                                                                                                                                         

Carole Hazeltine  F376336 Cell 916-838-7200                                                                                     

    e-mail: dickhazeltine@yahoo.com   

Treasurer                                                                                                                                                                        

Kurt Simon        F166058 Cell 530-305-0265                                                                              

     e-mail: kurtsimon@gmail.com                                                                                                                                

Immediate Past President                                                                                                                               

Dick Gibbs         F278983  Cell 661 203-9180                                                                                   

     e-mail: dickgibbs349@gmail.com  

APPOINTED OFFICES 2020 

Membership                                                                                                                                                                      

Alice Bernard    F79098 Tel. 530-934-7346             

               Cell 530-519-7346                                                                      

     e-mail: bernardfrogfarm@yahoo.com                                                                                      

Bylaws Chairman                  

Phil Griffin        F128165 Tel. 818-346-9869     

            Cell 818-406-4619                                                                                   

                                     e-mail:  griffip@earthlink.net      

Western Byways Editor                                                                                                                                                   
Debbie Golk    F316752      Cell 661-599-0865 

                                      e-mail:  dgolk56@gmail.com 
Webmaster                   
Warren James    F352839     Tel. 925-212-4450      
                e-mail: wajames@pacbell.net 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                      

 Western Motor 

Home 

Association 

Chapters 

Alpine Coach NorCal                            
Alpine SoCal                                
The Ambassadors                                        
Apollo Amigos                                              
Beat the Odds                                                         
The Big E                                                            
California                          
California Capitals &  Bay Area                                                               
Liners                                                         
California Coaches  for Christ                                
California Coasters     
California FMCA HMC                                         
California Heartland                    
California Pacers               
Crafty Crafters                                                  
Cruisin’ Condos                                                   
Discovery Club Of California                 
Dolphins, The                                                                                                
Frustrated Maestros                                                                                                                                                                        
GMC Forty Niners                                                      
GMC Pacific Cruisers                                                
Gold Diggers                                                        
Gold Dust Travelers                                       
Golden Spike                         
Golden State Trackers                                                             
Komfort Kruisers                                                    
Midweek Wanderers                                           
Monaco Nor’ Cal                                                  
Monaco Romers                                              
NorCalRex                                                      
Northern California FMCA Elk                                
Outdoor Resorts Palm Springs                        
Overland Trailblazers West                       
Rexasaurus’                                                   
Rockwood West                              
Roamin’ Catholics, Southwest 
Safari of So Cal                                              
Safari R Us                                                                                                         
Sierra Hi Rollers                                                          
Sierra Ramblers                                                    
Southern California FMCA Elk                                 
Southwest Country Coachers  
Southwestern Bus Nuts                                         
Thousand Trails West                                               
Western Bus Nuts                                             
Western GM Coach 
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